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About Forces Law Review

Forces Law Review (FLR) is the first-ever international journal on law 
featuring matters of the Defence Services and other uniformed forces, such as 
the Police, the Paramilitary, and the Armed Police Forces.

The National Institute of Military Justice (NIMJ), Washington DC, USA, 
and the Centre for Constitution & Public Policy (CCPP), University Institute 
of Legal Studies, Panjab University, Chandigarh, India, have joined hands to 
produce the journal as part of a unique global academic cooperative effort.

This volume contains an opening section of contributed opinion pieces 
approved by the editors, followed by the summary/gist, headnotes and text of 
important judgments from all over the world, principally from constitutional/ 
appellate courts with precedential value, and ending with a section on briefs 
of recent important developments on the subject. 

In addition to the editorial oversight undertaken by three nominated 
Honorary Chief Editors, the Editorial Advisory Board comprising reputed 
personalities from the fields of law, judiciary, and academia has guided  
the effort. 

The summaries have been prepared by six Student Editors selected from 
the USA and India. 

www.forceslawreview.com    |        flr@thebrowser.in
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Message 

I am very honoured to be invited to join such a distinguished group of experts 
in military justice on the editorial board of the Forces Law Review.   It is 
a little surprising that a journal on military justice has not been published 
before now at a global level, but better late than never.  

This publication will provide judges, practitioners and commentators with an 
invaluable resource.  My experience as a judge advocate over the last fifteen 
years has taught me that there is much to learn from other jurisdictions.  As 
Judge Advocate General in the United Kingdom, I regularly look beyond 
our shores for guidance on how legal issues have been resolved.  In a world 
where the role of the armed forces is under considerable focus, the Forces Law 
Review will be a valuable resource to those who practise, study and advise on 
military justice.  

It is particularly fitting that Eugene Fidell, who has made such an important 
contribution to global military justice, should write the very first article.

His Honour Judge Alan Large

Judge Advocate General, United Kingdom



Honorary Chief Editors

Franklin Rosenblatt 

The current President of the National Institute of Military Justice, Washington 
DC, USA. he teaches Law at Mississippi College School of Law in Jackson, 
Mississippi, USA where his scholarship focuses on criminal law. He is a 
retired Judge Advocate from the United States Army where he served for 20 
years and attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  After his military service, 
he joined the litigation department at a major law firm where he headed the 
firm’s Military & National Security Law practice group.  He participated in 
numerous military operations around the globe, including in the Balkans, 
Southwest Asia, and Southeast Asia.  He frequently speaks and writes on 
military law topics and has co-authored multiple military justice books.  He 
was also a part of the historic “Yale Draft” (Principles) on Military Justice, an 
improvement of the existing United Nations document on the same subject, 
at a Yale Law School conference attended by global jurists and representatives 
of the United Nations.  Franklin also serves as a Court of Appeals judge 
with the Mississippi Army National Guard.  He is also associated with the 

International Society of Military Law and the Law of War, Brussels. Belgium.

Professor Shruti Bedi 

Currently Professor of Law and Director of the University Institute of Legal 

Studies, Panjab University, Chandigarh, India. An internationally recognized 
legal scholar, she is the first International Fellow at the National Institute 

of Military Justice, Washington DC, USA with Navdeep Singh, and a 
Visiting Professor at Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia. She also serves as 
the Director of the Centre for Constitution and Public Policy. With ten books 
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and over 90 publications to her credit, her work also explores constitutional 
law, counterterrorism, and AI law. A TEDx speaker and recipient of The 
Phenomenal She, 2022 award by the Indian National Bar Association, she 
has been honoured by the British High Commission for her contributions to 
India-UK legal heritage.

Navdeep Singh

Former Major and practicing lawyer at the Punjab & Haryana High 
Court, India on the constitutional side, he is a globally recognised expert 
and practitioner of constitutional law, military-related law and reform in 
administration of justice, including military justice. He was also the founder 
President of the Armed Forces Tribunal Bar Association, Chandigarh, 
India. Along with Franklin Rosenblatt, he too was a Member-Participant 
of the “Yale Draft” at the Yale Law School. He is a former Member of a 
high-level Committee of Experts constituted by the Indian Ministry of 
Defence on directions of the Prime Minister to reduce litigation and initiate 
reform in redressal of grievances in the Armed Forces. He is Member of 
International Society for Military Law and the Law of War at Brussels, Belgium, 
the first International Fellow of the National Institute of Military Justice at 
Washington DC, USA and one of the five appointed members of the military 
justice advisory committee of the Commonwealth Secretariat at London. 



Part I: Opinion Pieces

Sr. No. Article Author Page No.

1. A Military Justice Agenda Eugene R. Fidell 1

2. The Independence and Impartiality of 
Military Judges in Canada

Alison Duxbury 7

3. Contemporary Conflicts: Challenges 
to Peacekeeping and International 
Humanitarian Law

Lt Gen Harinder 
Singh (Retd)

16

4. Sealed Cover Procedure: An Antithesis to 
Wednesbury Principles

Dhiraj Chawla 27

5. To ‘State’ the Obvious…
Challenges to Revitalizing Litigation

Anu Pal 36



Part II: Reported Judgments

Sr 
No.

Name of Parties Court Date of 
Judgement

Citation Page 
No.

1. In Re Khalid Shaikh 
Mohammad & Ors

United States 
Court of 
Military 
Commission 
Review

30 
December 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 46 
(USA)

46

2. Lt Col K B O’brien N.O. 
vs Minister of Defence and 
Military Veterans &Anr

Constitutional 
Court of South 
Africa

20 
December 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 73 
(South 
Africa)

73

3. Om Prakash Yadav vs 
Niranjan Kumar Upadhyay 
& Others

Supreme Court 
of India

13 
December 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 136 
(India)

136

4. Lt Col Suprita Chandel vs 
Union of India

Supreme Court 
of India

9 December 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 195 
(India)

195

5. Union of India vs Saroj 
Devi

Supreme Court 
of India

3 December 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 207 
(India)

207

6. Omvati Devi vs Union  
of India

Punjab and 
Haryana High 
Court, India

29 
November 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 216 
(India)

216

7. Colonel Jagpreet Singh 
Bakshi and Another vs 
Union of India

Punjab and 
Haryana High 
Court, India

12 
November 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 221 
(India)

221

8. S. P. Pandey vs Union of 
India  

Supreme Court 
of India

21 October 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 232 
(India)

 232

9. Isac D. Mendoza, Staff 
Sergeant vs United States 

United States 
Court of 
Appeals for the 
Armed Forces

 7 October 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 242 
(USA)

242

10. Union of India vs Lt Col 
Rahul Arora

Supreme Court 
of India

9 September 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 284 
(India)

284

11. Rajneesh vs Union of India High Court of 
Delhi, India

28 August 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 292 
(India)

292



Sr 
No.

Name of Parties Court Date of 
Judgement

Citation Page 
No.

12. Union of India and Others 
vs Ex Naik Azad Singh and 
Anr

Punjab and 
Haryana High 
Court, India

20 August 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 309 
(India)

309

13. Pushplata vs State of 
Haryana 

Punjab and 
Haryana High 
Court, India

27 July 2024 (2025) I 
FLR 315 
(India)

315

14. The Barbados Defence 
Force vs David Anthony 
Harewood and Regional 
Security System

Caribbean 
Court of Justice, 
Barbados

26 July 2024 (2025) I 
FLR 325 
(Barb- 
ados)

325

15. Union of India  vs Naresh 
Kumar Yadav

Supreme Court 
of India 

15 June 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 351 
(India)

351

16. R vs McBride (The King vs 
David McBride)

Supreme 
Court of the 
Australian 
Capital 
Territory

14 May 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 360 
(Australia)

360

17. R vs Edwards Supreme Court 
of Canada

26 April 
2024

(2025) I 
FLR 427 
(Canada)

427

18. The General Manager 
of Veterans’ Affairs New 
Zealand vs The Estate of 
Lieutenant Colonel Tā 
Harawira Gardiner KNZM

High Court of 
New Zealand

20 July 2023 (2025) I 
FLR 434 
(New 
Zealand)

434



Part III: Notable Events

Sr. No. Month Page No.

1. January 2024 477

2. February 2024 478

3. March 2024 479

4. April–May 2024 480

5. June 2024 481

6. July 2024 482

7. August–September 2024 483

8. October–November 2024 484

9. December 2024 485

10. January 2025 486

11. February 2025 487


